Road-Rail Transport
the'latter is impracticable and would work only
under monopolistic conditions. A short refer-
ence to the ' agreed charge ' is made, and the
final conclusion is arrived at that in theory the
best principle to be adopted would be to charge
according to the value of service rendered tak-
ing also into consideration the lower limit of!
ehargeability set by the cost of service.
The chapter on 'Rate making in practice* has
been devoted to an account of the pitfalls that
beset the railway in rate-making and shows how,
occasionally, practice differs from theory. The
treatment is complete and almost every aspect
of the question has been dealt with. In doing
so, the author has sought to strengthen his views
by numerous references to railway operation
and disputes abroad. America, Canada, South
Africa and Australia are referred to, and in the
absence of original documents the author has
cited examples second-hand* The study, how-
ever, does not in any way suffer on that account,
as the references are made only whenever
necessary and are suitably acknowledged.
Dealing with the problem of the classifi-
cation of goods, the practical difficulties arising
therein are expounded. It is abundantly shown
that classification is a matter of public import-
ance in the conduct of which due consideration
should be given to all interested parties so as to
f OCTJS attention on the issue and to obviate any
difficulties that might otherwise creep in. There
e<?uld be no finality about it, since freight rates
roust be in accord with general business condi-
tions. The Indian classification, it has been